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Community & Public Participation 
Purpose  

This Comprehensive Plan cannot be written, nor recommendations made without input from the 

people who live, work, and visit the Town of Smithtown.  Without valuable public input, this 

document will not accurately represent the wants and needs of Smithtown residents.   The 

Comprehensive Plan Team (H2M (lead), AKRF, and TimHaahs) is working hard to obtain ideas, 

opinions, feedback, and concerns from the public throughout the year and a half long 

Comprehensive Plan process using ñhigh touchò to ñhigh techò approaches, ranging from 

traditional workshops to online engagement.  This collaborative approach provides community 

insight on the future of Smithtown. 

Community Workshops 

A Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee comprised of Smithtown leaders is helping guide 

the Comprehensive Plan process. The Steering Committee, upon their first meeting in 

December 2018, believed input from each hamlet or community would be the best approach for 

the Comprehensive Plan process.  The Town of Smithtown and the Comprehensive Plan Team 

planned six community workshops for each of the six hamlets/communities.   

The fifth public Community Workshop was for the Commack community, held on Thursday April 

4, 2019 from 7pm to 9pm in the evening at Commack High School in the Student Learning 

Center.  Approximately 23 people attended the event. 

The Comprehensive Plan Team and Town of Smithtown has hosted several public Community 

Workshops and will have the last hamlet-based workshop in Kings Park to complete the first 

phase of outreach efforts.  The last workshop includes: 

Å Kings Park - Thursday, April 11: Kings Park High School 
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The workshop began with an introduction from Jeff Janota of H2M Associates, the consultant 

preparing the Comprehensive Plan and head organizer of the event.  Erik DeLine, Nicole 

Venezia and Constance Vavilis, planners from H2M, were also in attendance.  Also in 

attendance were Matt Carmody from AKRF, the transportation consultant.  

Upon sign-in, participants were given a Comprehensive Plan flyer and an orientation/room 

layout handout for the nightôs activities.  While waiting to sign-in participants were asked to 

indicate where they lived in Smithtown.  Participants were then directed by team members to 

gather near the projector for a short introductory presentation.    

  

Above: Orientation Handout; Right: 

Comprehensive Plan Flyer 
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During the introduction, Jeff Janota (H2M) explained the Comprehensive Plan and the purposes 

of the nightôs workshop: 

1. To gain an understanding of Commack community issues through the eyes of residents. 

 

2. To promote the Comprehensive Plan public participation process by encouraging 

participants to be ambassadors to the Plan. 

Erik DeLine (H2M) then explained the projectôs website, 

http://www.PublicInput.com/Smithtown and encouraged 

participants to take the online survey in their free time.  

Erik also pointed out that the workshop included a survey 

table with hard copy surveys and laptops for online survey 

taking.  Approximately 4 surveys were completed 

throughout the night.  

Interactive Portion 

This interactive part of the workshop required workshop 

participants to join in conversation with the ñtopic tableò 

facilitators broken out into  

(1) Land Use, (2) Transportation, (3) Community 

Facilities, Open Space & Historic Preservation, and (4) 

Environment & Sustainability to express their opinions, 

ideas, ask questions, and state their concerns.  Each Topic 

Table was equipped with a handout for participants 

containing a 3-4 bulleted list of topics that could be 

discussed and a handful of guidance questions to help 

kickstart the brainstorming/interactive participation process. Each ñtopic tableò was facilitated by 

a Comprehensive Plan Team member.  A summary of issues resulting from the Commack 

community workshop (April 3rd) is listed on the following pages.  Bolded items indicate popular 

or repeated sentiments. 

  

http://www.publicinput.com/Smithtown
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1. Land Use 

  

 

 

Land Use concerns include: 
 

Å District-wide TDR for downtown 

Smithtown, St. James, downtown 

Kings Park. Provides opportunities 

to increase density in downtowns in 

exchange for not developing other 

areas 

Å There is a need for more flexible 

standards in what property owners 

can develop 

Å Want to see better utilization/access 

to the Nissequogue River 

Å No more gas stations or coffee 

shops needed in Commack 

Å Would like to permit and encourage 

outdoor dining in Commack Corners 

Å Town needs a Planet Fitness and a 

microbrewery!  Anywhere!  (Vacant 

Sushi Place a good spot for 

microbrewery?) 

Å Suffolk YJCC and Smithtown 

Performing Arts Center are 

important cultural assets for 

Smithtown 

Å Concerns about potential organic 

waste facility on Old Northport Rd 

Å Expansion of Bread & Cheese 

Hollow Road:  Changing character of 

roadway and encouraging truck 

traffic (Kings Park) 

Å Dejana Property:  southeast corner 

of Townline & Pulaski roadways, 

heavy vehicles illegally stored and 

can be seen from roadway 

Å Need apartments for young people 

Å Simplify/Streamline Smithtown 

permit and development process 

Å Redevelop Commack Corners with 

Macyôs expected to closeï include a 

community center, make area more 

walkable and add public space 

Å Convert Commack Motor Inn into 

something else, look at current 

zoning 
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Transportation concerns include: 
 

Vehicle Needs 

Å Major traffic issues on Henry St., 

Pulaski Road, Bread and Cheese 

Hollow Road, Townline Road.  

Heavy duty trucking spoils rural feel.  

Adds noise and safety issues. 

Å Connect the Home Depot and 

North Shore Farms Grocery Store 

parking lots so you donôt have to 

go Crooked Hill Road and connect 

to Motor Parkway 

Å Sunken Meadow Parkway ï need 

exit ramp on to Scholar Lane and an 

on-ramp from Scholar Lane ï close 

on-ramp from Havemeyer Lane 

Å Byron Road and Route 14 (Indian 

Head Rd.) better lighting, maybe 

signalize, need sidewalks 

Å Havemeyer Lane and Rye Place, 

stop sign ignored 

Å Too much traffic on Town Line Rd by 

Havemeyer Lane and Jericho Tpke. 

Å Traffic - Sagtikos State Parkway 

area around Crooked Hill Rd. 

Å Truck Route; speeding on Commack 

Rd.  Business; needs traffic calming 

Å No stop bars at stop signs 

Å Indian Head Road ï very dark, 

needs signal at Byron Rd. 

Å Traffic along Indian Head Road so 

people use Old Northport Rd. as 

shortcut to Kings Park 

Å (Kings Park Hamlet) difficult to find 

parking at commercial business 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Needs 

Å 454 (Veterans Memorial Hwy): 

discontinuous sidewalk, accessing 

commercial is difficult at Rte. 14 

(Harned Rd.) 

Å Add bike trails along Sunken 

Meadow State Pkwy 

Å Need sidewalk on Rte.14 (Harned 

Rd.) 

Å Use LIPA ROW for trails 

Transit Needs 

Å Bus Route:  Shoppers loop from 

hamlet to hamlet (use grant like 

Southampton & Southold use) 

CMAQ grant? 

Å (Kings Park Hamlet) LIRR needs 

better service 
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Community Facilities, Open Space, & Historic Preservation concerns include: 

Community Needs 

Å Need a Chamber of Commerce!  

There are about 400 stores here.  

There is a Greater Smithtown 

Chamber of Commerce that 

Commack businesses should join! 

Å Need a town center/community 

center/teen center 

Å Need a pavilion/gazebo (like 

Nesconset!) 

Å Acquire Polish Church on Old 

Commack Rd. for Community 

Center because it is near Flynn Park 

Å Not buy, but rent a school for 

Community Center 

Å Jericho Tpke./454 ï possible 

Downtown?   Macyôs could be a 

Community Center (for all ages) 

Å We need areas for children to go! 

Park Needs 

Å Need more walking & biking trails 

Å People walk along the LIPA trails ï 

dirty! (along Sunken Meadow Pkwy.) 

Å Need more Town pools (indoor) 

Å ñAppleò Park/Whitman Hollow ï 

needs a ñsafety townò for learning to 

ride bikes 

Aesthetic/Safety Needs 

Å Gateway needed at Jericho Tpke. ï 

Vet Memorial? (Flag, bench, etc.)  

Install a Welcome to Town of 

Smithtown sign/wall 

Å Underground powerlines! 

Å Town needs to clean sidewalk and 

side of roadways (especially along 

Commack Rd., South of Jericho 

Tpke.) 

  


